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Dear Member, - Pacific Northwest Notes 
On Saturday, March 24 ABS will celebrate Arbor 

Day at Quail Botanical Gardens with the planting of the 
largest of the tree grasses, Dendrocalamus giganteus. 
Details will be given in the March Newsletter. 

Publications 
A new reprint of Gamble's "Bambuseae of British 

India" is now for sale from Lubrecht & Cramer for $30. 
ABS has ordered a few c o ~ i e s  which will be available to 

- - Last month an a visit to Seattle I was shown a 
grove of Phyllostachy~ nigra with green culms and a dark 
brown to black groove. The culms are about 25 feet tall 
and 1% inches in diameter. According to Suzuki this is 
~orm-megurochiku. In Portland I saw another unusual 
bamboo which looks like P. nrgra Henon except that 
many of the culms have pronounced zig-zag offsets in 
midculm. Both varieties were discovered by Ned Jaquith, 
1507 SE Alder, Portland, OR 97214. 

- 
members for $25 postpaid. 

Suzuki's book fndex to Japanese Bambusaceae is 
Member's Corner 

available from State Mutual Book and Periodical Service - Trade or Buy Hardy timber and other rare bamboos. I 

for $150. If ABS can sell 20 copies, we will deliver them have Semiarundinaria fastuosa, Phyllostach~ nigra Henon 

for about $115 each. Let me know if you are interested and others. Richard Waters, 1462 Darby Rd., Sebasto- 

in the book at that mice. pol, CA 95472. 

The newly published book, The World of Bamboo 

-. by Shinji Takama (See ABS Newsletter for September, 
1983) which retails for $75 is available for $61.50 from 
~ a n n ~  'singer at Singers' Growing Things, 7806 Plum- 
mer St., Northridge, CA (21 3) 993-1903; Visa and Mas- 
ter Charge accepted. 

New Introductions 
Jim Parker shipped us several plants and seeds 

from Jakarta, Indonesia. o n e  species, Schizostachyum 
brachycladum, is growing well in the quarantine green- 
house. -It should prove to be an attractive ornamental 
due  to its bright yellow culms and white striped leaves. 
In Indonesia it grows up to 50 feet tall with culms 4 
inches in'diameter. A second species doing well is Bam- 
busa verticillata. The culms, which are green striped with 
yellow,can grow to 80 feet tall and 5 inches in diameter. 

Jim -also brought back several copies of a booklet 
on the Indonesian" b w o o s .  T h e  96 page paperback 
describe$ 31 species k i th  a page of drawings and a page 
of text (in Indonesian) for each. Copies are available for 
$10 postpaa from Jarti& Parker, Rt. 3 View Pt. Trlr. Ct. 
#38, The Dalles, OR 97058. - 

Six- new species recently arrived from China 
through the kind help of Mr. Qui Fu-geng of the Chinese 
Academy of Forestry Science in Fuyang, Zhegiang. The 
plants were shipped by boat, After more than six weeks 
in transit the rhizomes were for the most part alive and 
growing. This I believe to be the result ~f careful pack- _ 
aging and fairly large, healthy propagules. The six 
species are Phyllostachys praecox Chu and Chao, P. acsa 
Chu and Chao, P, p[ajyg1osm Wang and Yu, P. heteroc- 
lada Oliver, fndocalamus migoi (Nakai) Keng f., and Shi- 
bataea chinensis Nakai. 

A Companion House Plant 
.,Lirhachn~ humilis (Lithy) comes from the damp, 

tropical forests of Honduras. It is an herbaceous, clump- 
ing bamboo whose delicate culms grow no more than 7 
inches tall. The leaves though bamboo-like are very dis- 
tinctive: one side is rounded at the base while the other 
side is straight. This asymmetry is reversed from one 
leaf to thenex t  on the stem so  that there are two kinds 
of leaves - left hand and right hand. 

Since Lithy is-in flower most of the time, a plant 
received in the  summer of 1982 has produced several 
dozen seed. I was surprised, however, to find that the 
seed takes about 4 months to germinate. Now I. have 
several seedlings and one is already beginning to flower. 

Lithy doesn't like the cold. Seedlings placed out- 
side bareIy grow duiing the winter here  when nightly 
temperatures typically dip below 40" F. Indoors the see- 
dlings grow happily, twisting their leaves to follow the 
sun. At night the leaves fold down completely exhibiting 
what is called "sleep~movement." In the morning they 
unfold to greet the new day. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Haubrich 

- 
- - 
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March, 1984 

Dear Member, 

Members will meet at 9'am on Saturday, March 24, 
1984 at Quail Botanical Gardens, Encinitas, California. 
This will be a working meeting to celebrate Arbor Day. 
We will plant several tree bamboos. 

Three bamboos will be dug up and removed from 
Ouail and different species planted in their place. One is a 
medium size clump of Bambusa glaucescens 'Alphonse 
Karr'; the species is already growing at another location in 
the Gardens. The other two plants show signs of severe 
damage by gophers. Most bamboos at Quail are not both- 
ered by the high gopher population there, but a Moso 
(Phyllostochys pubescenr) and a B. tulda are nearly dead. 
These will be dug out and their rhizomes examined for 
damage. Three new species will be planted including the 
largest of all tree grasses, Dendrocalamus giganteus. Also, 
there are 1,000 Moso seedlings due for repotting in the 
Green House. Bring your shovel and plastic bags for cut- 
tings etc. 

Chapter News 
The Caribbean Chapter will meet at 7:30 pm Friday, 

April 16 at the Tropical Audubon Society Building, 5530 
Sunset Dr., South Miami, FL. The Chapter is also plan- 
ning a mini-conference on May 5 and 6 at the Edison 
Estate Gardens m Ft. Meyers, FL. For further informa- 
tion contact Joe Shenker, 3109 McDonald St., Coconut 
Grove, FL 33133, (305) 448-6393. 

The Pacific Northwest Chapter will meet from 1 to 5 
pm on April 14 at the Arc Building, Woodland Park Zoo, 
Seattle, WA. Talks on th= identification of Bamboo will 
be given by Ned Jaquith, Frank Hartung, and Sue Malo- 
ney. Me. Maloney who is horticulturist at the Zoo will 
conduct a tour of bamboos in the area. For details contact 
Daphne Lewis, 10023 14th Ave. NW, Seattle, WA 98177, 
(206) 782-5556. 

shipped (at cost) anywhere. 

Publications 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has published 

several booklets on bamboo over the years. The most gen- 
erally useful of these is probably Agriculture Handbook 
No. 193 entitled Bamboo in the United States: Description, 
Cultivation, ond Utilization. First published in 1961 it has 
long been out of print; it is even difficult to find copies in 
most libraries. ABS has therefore reprinted this booklet. 

The scope of the work is given in the introduction 
which states: T h e  gradually increasing interest in bamboo 
among American farmers, gardeners, and commercial users 
has made it desirable to bring together the essential infor- 
mation available concerning the types of bamboo that give 
most promise of value in the United States as sources of 
economic products or as ornamentals. Bamboo is so dif- 
ferent in character, habits of growth, and culture from any 
other crop plant with which the American agriculturist is 
acquainted that it is necessary to provide a detailed 
description of the unique nature of bamboo as a basis for 
its utilisation in agriculture. Brief mention is made of the 
two native bamboos of the southeastern United States, and 
a more detailed description of the important species of 
hardy oriental and of some tropical kinds that have been 
introduced into cultivation during the past 75 years is 
given. Information on the propagation, culture, and utili- 
ration of bamboos L given." 

Contents 
Nature of Bamboo Growth 
Types oi ljam'mo - Running and Ciump 
Generic Key to Bamboos under Cultivation in the United 
States and Puerto Rico (by F. A. McClure) 
Hardy Running Bamboos 
Tropical, Clump-Type Bamboos 
Cultural Information 
Harvesting and Preparing Bamboo for Market 

Plant Sales c op 
t 

Bamboo Pests 
Utilisation of Bamboo 

Quail Botanical Gardens holds its next semiannual Literature Cited 
plant sale on Sunday, May 6 starting at 10 am. Some 
bamboos will be sold including Soaa kun'lenuis and Arundi- The booklet containing 74 pages and 16 figures 

noria omobilis. No plants will be shipped for this sale. A reprinted m its original sire on good quality paper is avail- 

list of bamboo species will be available 2 weeks before the able from ABS for $5 postpaid. _ - .  - --- 
sale from ~ a m & ,  Quail Gardens Foundation, P. 0. Box 
5, Encinitas, CA 92024. Source List 

The next Special Bamboo Auction is scheduled for Each year I compile a list of sowces of bamboo 

sometime in October of this year at Quail. The sale will plants in the U.S. The 1984 List will be available in about 

feature rare and unusual bamboos, many never before sold 2 weeks. If you want a copy, please send a stamped, self 

in the U.S. A catalog will be prepared. All may partici- addrewed, business sire envelope. 

pate, either in person or by sealed bid. Plants will be 



Fertilizer 

Bamboos respond to fertilizer much l i e  a lawn; if 
you want lush, green, rapid growth, apply a fertilizer. 
Japanese scientists found that growth can be increased by 
a factor of 3 with a yearly application of a complete NPK 
(nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium) fertilizer. Rates were 3 
Ib of N per 1,000 sq. ft. with about one third as much P 
and K. 

Since soluble nitrates are leached from soil rather 
quickly, it is better to feed more often or to use a slow 
release substance. Bill Teaque who has been successful in 
growing outstanding specimen bamboos both in the ground 
and in pots uses a high nitrogen, time release, lawn fettil- 
izer cdled Aqriform fSisrp-Chemical Co,)ppplie_d_2 o r  3 ..- - - -- - - - 
times a year. It's make up is 21-8-8 (%N-%P a8 P 0,-% K 
as K,O). In addition Bill uBes a high N, soluble lertilirer 
each month applied during watering. The N concentration 
should be about 200 parts per million or about 5 or. N per 
100 gallons of water. 

It has often been suggested ,.that bamboo grows 
better when fertilized with the ck&ient'.$il{$on (Si) since 
the plant, especially the leaves, m t d  '-'[I particles of 
silica (Si02). Japanese *iefitkt# some suc- 
cess in Increasing yields by-,lep@$&&k'hdn silicate at  the 
rate of 6 Ib per 1,000 sq. ft: #&,%&3&1 in his catalog of .'+ "'A 

Pacific Bamboo Gardens rae4m;18ien44 ahing diatomaceous 
earth as a convenient source ${:&Fp* I should point out, 
however, that diatom ace ow^% 5ontains no calcium sili- 
cate; it is mostly hydrated, amorphous silica and therefore 
about aa insoluble as sand and other soil silicates. I am 
not convinced that feeding silicon does any good - it 
already makes up about one thud of most soils. If it is of 
value, a soluble compound like potassium silicate should be 
better than the only slightly soluble calcium silicate or the 
almost insoluble silica. Some comparison trials need to be 
made. ABS can supply potassium silicate to those who 
wish to try it. 

---- -- A - - - -  

American Bamboo Society 
1101 San Leon Ct. 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

The Antipodes 7 

If I were to dig a hole straight down through the 
center of the earth from Solana Beach, I would come out 
in the south Indian Ocean at a point not far from the 
small island called La Re'union, formerly known as the Isle 
of Bourbon. La Re'union has one endemic bamboo, Naatus 
borbonicus which grows in the high, cool mountains of its 
interior. Jean Dupin recently sent me a photo of this fas- 
cinating plant growing in the wild. It looks very much l i e  
some American Chusqueas with tufts of short branchlets 
growing from each node to produce globular masses of 
leaves resembling pom-poms. Mr. Dupin, who has one of 
the worlds largest bamboo collections, lives just outside 
Paris, France. Last fall he sent ABS a living N. borbonicus 
directly from La h'union; the plant is doing well in the 

- - - --quail Quiiradine G w e n k a ~ , ~ .  - - - - ---- - .  

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Haubrich 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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Newsletter Vol. V,  No. 3 
June, 1984' 

Dear Member, 

Members will meet at  1 pm on Saturday, 
June 30 at  Quail Botanical Gardens in Encinitas, 
CA. I will give a talk and show slides on the 
bamboos of Europe. 

The Speciai Auction of rare and precious 
bamboos will be held at  Quail on Saturday, 
October 27, 1984 starting at  1 pm. A special cata- 
log will be prepared a month or more before the 
sale listing each plant along with a brief descrip- 
tion. The auction will be open to all; bids will be 
accepted from the floor and from sealed mail bids. 
Plants sold will be shipped anywhere. Although 
the list is not yet complete, we hope to have some 
desirable Chusqucas including 6. culcou and C .  
longrfolra as well as some recently introduced trop- 
icals such as Dcndrocalamus latiflorus. 

Chapter News 
Ed Rivera is organizing a Los Angeles Area 

Chapter of ABS. If interested send $2 for Chapter 
dues to Edward Rivera, Realty Clinic, 1962 W. 
Lomita Blvd., Lomita, CA 90717. 

Diana King is preparing a newsletter and 
scheduling meetings for the Northern California 
Chapter. Those withing to participate please con- 
tact Diana a t  480 West I St., #2 Duck Cove Way, 
Benicia, CA 94510, (707) 745-4091. 

The Bamboos of Europe 
There are no bamboos native to Europe, but 

during the last century plant hunters introduced a 
variety of species from Asia into most European 
countries. Bamboo is especially appreciated in the 
north where it remains green throughout the long 
winters. A considerable number of these tem- 
perate bamboos have been collected and are grow- 
ing in public gardens and private collections 
throughout Europe. Many of these, however, are 
uncommon or completely unknown in the U.S. 
They are an especially important group of bam- 
boos because they tolerate frost and can be grown 
over a wide area of the U.S. 

Last month I spent 3 weeks traveling in 
Europe devoting about half that time seeing 6 a h -  
boos. The time was too limited to see most of the 
gardens and collections but I did see a few in Ger- ' 

many, England, and France. Below is a brief 
description of some of the features of the gardens I 
visited. 

In Germany 1 visited the bamboo gardens of 
Albrerht Weis and Ulrich Willumeit. Mr. Weiss is 
locaked 25 miles south of Frankfurt on the eastern 
side of the Rhine River valley. Here the climate is 
milder than in surrounding areas. Many of the 
bamboos are planted among forest trees and other 
plants. I was especially impressed by several dif- 
ferent hardy Chusqucas from southern Chile. One 
of these (probably C .  culcou) grows quite well here 
and in other places in Europe. 

Ulrich Willumeit along with his brother and 
mother run a nursery and landscape business in 
Eberstadt just a few miles north of Weiss. 1 found 
their green house full of interesting and unusual 
bamboos including some tropicals. For example 
there were several pots of Phyllostachys bam- 
busoidcs 'Castillon' which has distinctive yellow 
culms with green grooves. Other interesting 
species were P .  aurea holocrysa whose culms even 
when young are yellow rather than green and A. 
microphylla a delicate bamboo with short branches 
and tiny leaves which is native to the Western 
Himalayas a t  elevations between 6,000 and 10,000 
feet. Planted outside were several Chinese moun- 
tain bamboos whose species has not been deter- 
mined and 4 or 5 different Chusqucas from south- 
em Chile and Argentina. One of the most com- 
mon bamboos in the Willumeit nursery and in 
other parts of Germany as well as throughout 
England is A. nittdo. There are several distinctive 
forms of the species which differ in things like size, 
culm color, and persistence of the culm leaves. 
These could well be the result of different clones 
since the original introduction was from a number 
of seeds sent to England from Russia in 1889. The 
species has never been known to flower since. 

In Baden-Baden about 100 miles south of 
Frankfurt I met Wolfgang Eberts who has a tree 
nursery and landscape business. Mr Eberts 
showed me a large grove of P .  virrdiglauccsccns 
planted on the grounds of a palace in the center of 
Baden-Baden. The grove consists of hundreds of 
culms, many over 30 feet tall and up to 1 314 
inches in diameter. 



Prafrance is a bamboo garden located near 
Anduze in the south of France about 80 miles 
northwest of Marseille and 30 miles from the 
Mediterranean. The garden was established by 
Eugene Mazel in the middle of the last century. 
Today the garden is run by Yves Crouzet and his 
wife Muriel. The Crouzets continue to upgrade 
the garden by new plantings and introductions. 
Prafrance covers about 85 acres of bottom land 
with deep rich alluvial soil which has been depo- 
sited over the years by a river which floods once 
or twice each century. The bamboo collection 
consists of over 90 species and varieties. The most 
spectacular of these are old, weH established 
stands of several different species of giant Phyllos- 
lochys; the largest is Moso ( P .  pubescens) which 
forms extensive groves with hundreds of culms, 
some over 80 feet tall and up to 8 inches in diame- 
ter. I was fortunate to be there in mid May, the 
time during which Moso shoots. Throughout the 
groves new shoots were sprouting, some just 
breaking through the ground, others up 20 feet or 
more. The shoots are at  first completely covered 
with dark brown, shaggy haired sheaths. Unlike 
many tropical bamboos the Moso sheaths are soft 
and furry; one can touch them without fear of 
injury. A new addition to the collection at  
Prafrance is the form of Moso called Tortoise Shell 
bamboo. The plant which was just recently 
imported from Japan consists of one culm about 8 
feet tall and 2 inches in diameter. 

Prafrance is located at  44 " north latitude, 
about the same as Portland, Oregon. I thus 
suspect that growing conditions along much of our 
Pacific Coast is suitable for growing Moso perhaps 
even to the size of the plants a t  Prafrance. 

The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew traces its 
beginnings back to the 17th Century. Kew con- 
sists of some 300 acres located on the River 
Thames about 8 miles west of-central &:don. 
Most of the bamboos are located in the Bamboo 
Garden which was established in the late 19th 
Century. There are now also several bamboos in 
the new Grass Garden and a few interesting ones 
in the Tempetate House and the Palm House. I 
found 4 species of mountain bamboo of special 
interest. All are exceedingly attractive, unknown 
in the U.S. and (most likely) misidentified a t  Kew. 
The first is a clumping bamboo with unusual dark 
purple powdered culms which grow up to 14 feet 
tall and 1 inch in diameter. It was labeled Tham- 
nocalamus spathrjlorus, but it does not match the 
description of that species. The other 3 plants are 
growing in the Temperate House and are labeled 
A rundinarra hookertana, A .  jalconeri, and A .  
pantltng:. The first two differ significantly from 
plants growing in the U.S. under those names. A .  
pantlingt is unknown in the U.S. and I can not say 
whether the Kew plant is the real thing. Accord- 

ing to Gamble it comes from Bhutan in the 
Himalayas at elevations of 11,000 feet. Lawson 
says in his book that the species was imported 
into England from a garden in Darjeeling in 1919. 

David McClinlock showed me several gar- 
dens in the south of England including his own 
aboul 20 miles so~~thwest  of London in Kent. Mr. 
~ r ~ l i n t o c k  is a plantsman with many interests 
besides bamboo. He has one of the finest collec- 
tions of bamboo herbarium specimens in Europe. 
We traveled together through south England for 2 
days and saw the following gardens. 

Peter Addington lives about 45 miles south 
of London in Fittleworth, West Sussex. He has 
one of the most beautiful gardens 1 have seen. 
Each plant is itself a specimen. Among more than 
80 different kinds of bamboo there are several as 
yet unnamed species that Mr. Addington has per- 
sonally collected on trips t,o China. Most of his 
bamboos are grown outside in a climate that is 
probably typical of southern England with winter 
lows commonly around 10" F and an occasional 
extreme winter when temperatures reach -4 " F. I 
was especially impressed by a large clump of 
Chusquea culeou with culms about 14 feet tall and 
up to 1 inch in diameter. This contrasted with C .  
culeou tenurs ( C .  breviglumis) which appears to be 
identical except that its slender culms grow only a 
few feet tall. I also saw a mature clump of Tharn- 
nocalamus spathtjlorus which is probably the real 
thing; it differs from any bamboo I have seen 
before. The garden contains a small greenhouse 
for plants too tender for the winters here. Inside I 
found A .  hookertana growing about 6 feet tall, 
large enough to clearly display its variegated 
culms which are striped with green, yellow, and 
pink. The species was brought to the U.S. a few 
years ago, but none of our plants are yet large 
enough to show - their exceptional - - beauty. - 

Pitt White is a garden located in the south 
of England about 140 miles southeast of London in 
Devon near the Dorset border. In 1968 A. H. 
Lawson published his book Bamboos, A Gardner's 
Guide to their Culttvation rn Temperate Clrmates 
based on his experience as gardener at  Pitt White 
for 14 years. In the book Lawson states that the 
garden contained over 50 different bamboos. Law- 
son left Pitt White several years ago; after his 
departure the garden was left for several years 
mostly unattended. Recently a new owner has 
taken over; he appears to appreciate the value of 
the bamboos and is restoring the garden to its pre- 
vious state. 

The most famous bamboo a t  Pitt White 
was a large stand of Arundinaria anceps which is 
commonly referred to as the Pitt White clone. It 
was distinguished by its vigorous growth that pro- 
duced culrns over 30 feet tall, 2 or 3 times the 



/? height of the usual A .  anceps. Lawson called the 
plant A .  niilakayamensis, but most who have st,u- 
died it, find no vegetative or floral differences from 
.4. anceps except the unusual sire of the plant. 
But now this magnificent plant is all but dead due 
to massive flowering over the last~'severa1 years. 
Only a few slender: tiny culms are alive (and still 
in flower) at  the base of the old dead culms. See- 
dlings exist of the "clone" and there- is some indica; 
tion that they maintain the parent's vigor. -At 
least two of the seedlings 'are growing in the U.S. 

I also saw at Pitt White a fine stand of A .  
maltng, a running mountain bamboo native to the 
region around Darjeeling, Lndia. It is said to be a 
low elevation form of A .  racemosa. I was able to 
dig a smali piece of the A .  malrng to bring back 
with me. We found another Indian bamboo grow- 
ing in a tight clump with delicate branchlets bear- 
ing leaves only an inch or two in length. Its name 
is unknown and 1 did not recognize it as being 
similar to any other bamboo. 

Many species of bamboos in England do not 
run like they do here; Golden bamboo (Phyllosla- 
chys aurea) for example is well behaved growing in 
a rather tight clump with only an occasional culm 
spaced a few inches out from the others. At Pitt 
White I saw only one rampant runner with new 

F' culms actively shooting 6 to  10 feet from the old 
ones. It was Square Bamboo (Chimonobambusa 
quadrangularis); its growth was especially lush 
with large, bright green leaves. Here in Southern 
California this species shoots only in fall and it is 
more reluctant to run than a t  Pitt White. 

The Coleton Fishacre Garden is located in 
Devon County about 170 miles southwest of Lon- 
don. The garden was created between 1925 and 
1940 by Lady Dorothy D'Oyly Carte. Today it 
belongs to the National Trust, a charitable foun- 
dation which owns and preserves properties 
throughout Britain. Lying close to the English 
Channel the climate here is quite mild with the 
coldest winter tempeqtures rarely dipping below 
20 " F. The g a r d e ~  covers 18 acres and includes 
many large beautifql trees, spectacular Rhododen- 
drons which were in bloom, and a small but 
attractive collection of bamboos interspersed 
among the large variety of other plants. I found 
here one bamboo that that was completely new to 
me, a mountain bamboo resembling A. murtelae 
but with thicker culms. I was able to dig a few 
pieces of this mystery bamboo to bring back with 
me to the U.S. 

Member's Corner 

Kansas City, MO 64111 

Publications 
A new bamboo journal called Bamboo 

Leaves has been started in Europe by Werner 
Simon, Georg-Mayr-Strasse 70. 8772 Marktheiden- 
feld, West Germany. .Articles are in German, 
~renc'h,  and English with English summaries of 
the German and French articles. The first issue 
dated January, 1984 has already appeared. Yves 
Crouzet is the French editor and David McClin- 
lock is the editor for English. 

The Bamboos of  the World by J .  Goerrings 
and D. Ohrnberger is being published in parts, one 
part for each genus. It covers both the woody and 
herbaceous bamboos, a total of 114 genera; so far 
over 30 have been published. All species names 
and synonyms are given for each genus along with 
maps showing the geographica1 distribution of 
each species and genus. The text is in English. 
For inquiries and orders contact J. Goerrings, St. 
Sebastianusstr. 2, D-5068 Odenthal, West Ger- 
many. ABS is planning to publish some of this 
material in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Haubrich 

Bamboos to Trade: Hardy and tropical bam- 
boos - now up to 56 species and cultivars; 
interested in acquiring more hardy species. Write 
for copy of list to Jim Waddick, 3233 McGee, 



Attention - Los Angeles Area Members 

The Los Angeles Zoo 
Since they eat about 25 
Zoo needs a good supply. If 
Bamboo (Phyllostachys 
japonzcai or others that 
contact he Zoo directly. 

American Bamboo Society 
1101 San Leon Ct. 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 



AMERICAN BAMBOO SOCIETY 
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1101 San Leon Ct. 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

(619) 481-9869 

Newsletter Vol. V,  No. 4 
August, 1984 

Dear Member, the same thing when silica is present in the root- 

The ABS Annual Plant Sale and Auction ing medium. 
will take place Saturday, October 27, 1984 at ~ i - cha rd  W. Pohl 
Quail Botanical Garden in Enciaitaa, California. Department of Botany 
The sale begins at 10 am with local sales of a Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa 
broad selection of bamboos. The auction starts - 

at 1 pm. It will include rare species and speci- 
men plants. Both floor and sealed mail bids will In your March 1984 Newsletter you dis- 
be accepted:- Plants will be shipped to successful cussed the need of S i02  in bamboo nutrition. In 
mail bidders. Conditions of the sale and plant Hawaii the Sugar Industry has used CaSiOQ in 
lists- will be sent to members next month. the production of sugar cane (Saeeharum offi- 

cinarum) in areas of high rainfall (> 100 inches 
Dues for 1984 per year) and older soils where Si has been 

leached out leaving mostly oxides of aluminum. 
Since a dues notice for 1984 has not been There is some controversy over whether the 

sent, many members have not yet paid. To  action of Si is: a). reducing A1 toxicity, b). pro- 
whether you have paid 84 dues (sti11 moting p 0 uptake, or c). fulfjling the plants Si 

$12)) look a t  the 5 digit number above your requlem$nt5 However it does work when applied 
,r' name on the mailing label. If the first digit is a at the rate of 46 lb. per 1000 square feet in the 

t'St', you have not paid. form of CaSi03 finely ground to 100 mesh or 

Chapter News smaller, and incorporated into the soil. 

The Pacific Northwest Chapter will meet George Schattenburg 

on Saturday, September 22 a t  the Lakeside Paia, Hawaii 
School, 14054 1st Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA (west 
of 1-5 off the 145th St. exit). There will be a How tough is Golden Bamboo? 
business meeting from 1 to 1:30 pm, an auction The house that I just moved into was 
of bamboos and a talk by Shery Litwin. I will . tented and fumigated with methyl bromide, for 
give a talk and show slides on the Bamboos of termites, on June 21. Previous to this, the bam- 
Europe about 3 pm. After the meeting members boo had undergone a period of 9 months' drought 
will go to the Japanese Garden a t  the A r b ~ r e t ~ r n  in a western exposure in Silverlake, had never 
to study the identification of bamboos. For been fertilieed, nor had it ever been properly 
further information contact Daphne Lewis, 10023 cleared out, save to chop it off about 6 feet in 
14th Ave. NW, Seattle, WA 98177, (206) 782- height for a hedge. The bamboo was tented 
5556. along with the house, since it abuts the building. 

, - Letters to ABS Before tenting, it was '$oakedtt by the tenant of 
the house, who knows nothing of plants. Since it 

- . I was looking at your article on bamboo fer- is in an awkward position, and hard to water, it 
tilieers. In the matter of silicon, I will tell you is doubtful that it was truly deeply watered. 
that many years ago my friend Robert Whitten- On July 8th I decided to clean out the 
berger carried on experiments on silicon absorp "dead" bamboo. I thoroughly cleared out the 
tion by rye ( a grass) and sunflower. He found stand, removing all ancient canes, leaving those 
that the roots of these plants caused rapid that showed some possibility of life. Some canes 
increases in the amount of soluble silicon present were beginning to  leaf out already. I soaked the 
when grown in cultures of mineral nutrients and bamboo to within an inch of its life, for several 

r' pure white silica sand. He was further able to  hours. 
show that this increase was caused by the excre- 
tion of carbon dioxide by the roots of the plants. Today (July 21), I measured the largest 
So I believe that bamboos should be able to do new cane -- S/8 inches in diameter and 8 feet 



tall. The stand will undoubtedly be t%rushytl for Qiongzhu is a clumping bamboo with 
the remainder of the year, yet is undeniably almost solid C U ~ ~ S  up to about 20 feet tall and 1 - 
vigorous, and little the worse for its fumigation. inches in diameter. The nodes are described as , 

That's how tough Golden Bamboo is! having the shape of 2 dishes placed top to top; 
nodal diameter is about twice that of the inter- 

Mike O'Brien nodes. Qiongzhu grows in the mountainous 
Santa Monica, California region from the I-ping District of Szechwan to 

the Zhao-tung District of Yunnan. It always 
Member's Corner grows under an evergreen forest of trees such as 

F lu tecraf te r  desperate to buy bamboo for con- 
cert quality flutes. Desire straight, mature, thin 
walled culms; long distances between nodes; 
inside diameters at base 518" - 1". Prefer 
interesting or exotic appearance. Need not be 
cured. Please contact Windsong, 4206 Green 
Briar, Boulder, CO 80303. 

Qiongzhu 
A few years ago at an ABS meeting I saw 

an art object made from a section of bamboo 
culm with such exaggerated nodes that it looked 
like it had been carved or machined. I did not 
learn the name of this bamboo until I saw a 
walking cane made of it at Peter Addington's 
cottage in England last spring. Peter told me the 
cane was made from the culm of a Chinese bam- 
boo, Qiongzhuea tumidinoda Hsueh and Yi; the 
common name is Qiongzhu. Peter has kindly 
sent me a copy of the original description 
translated into English by Tang Chen-zi (from 
Acta Botaniea Yunnaniea, Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 91- 
99, Feb., 1980). 

American Bamboo Society 
1101 San Leon Ct. 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

beech and oak at  elevations between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet, well above the range of Phyllostachys 
and Chimonobambusa. Here the climate is gen- 
erally warm with abundant rainfall, mist, high 
humidity (about 90 %), few hours of sunshine 
and snow in Winter. The aoil is mountain yellow 
soil or brown forest soil which is acid or slightly 
 rid- - - 

Since the ancient Han and Tang Dynasty, 
the Qiongzhu culms have been sold as far away 
as India, Europe and Africa. The wood is valued 
for both economic and art uses. The species is 
also famous for its bamboo shoot production. 
The shoots are described as thick, crisp and deli- 
cious. Hsueh and Yi state that 'Wow this species 
still grows in the wild. We suggest the natural 
forests of this bamboo should be preserved and 
cultivated to fulfill the needs of our country." 

-, 

Sincerely, 

& Richard A. Haubrich %( 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 



AMERICAN BAMBOO SOCIETY 
1101 San Leon Ct. 

Solana Beach, CA 92075 
(61 9) 481-9869 

Newsletter Vol. V, No. 5 
October, 1984 

Dear Member, 
The ABS Annual Plant. Sale and Auction will take 

place Saturday, October 27, 1984 at the Ecke Building in 
Quail Botanical Gardens, Encinitas, California. To reach 
Quail, take 1-5 to the Encinitas Blvd. Exit located about 20 
miles north of San Diego. Go east on Encinitas Blvd. 
about $5 mile to Quail Gardens Drive on the left. Turn 
left on Quail Gardens Drive, go 'h mile to the Quail 
entrance. The Ecke Building is south of the parking lot. 

The Sale will precede the auction and begin at 10 
am. Sale species are listed and described on p. 2. Plants 
from the Sale will not be shipped. The auction begins at 1 
pm. The list of species is given on pages 3 and 4. Bids 
will be accepted from the floor or by mail. Plants from the 
auction will be shipped. 

Those who attend the auction and wish to bid must 
post a $20 deposit before the start of the sale. Deposits 
will be applied to the purchase price of successful bids or 
refunded at the end of the sale if no purchases are made. 

Sealed bids by mail should include a deposit of 20% 
of the bid price. The deposit will be applied to the pur- 
chase price of successful bids or refunded if the bid is 
unsuccessful. Your sealed bid will not be revealed to other 
bidders but will be executed at the auction by a designated 
ABS member as if you yourself were there. Your purchase 
price will be from $1 to $5 more than the second highest 
bid but not more than your bid. Bids less than the "min 
bid' given for each species will not be accepted. 

Those who bid by mail and purchase a plant may 
arrange to pick it up sometime within 2 months after the 
sale. If-you can not pick up the plant, we will ship it to 
you provided that you pay for the cost of shipping and 
packaging. 

I hope that you will attend the auction whether or 
not you wish to buy a rare bamboo. It will give you a 
chance to see the different bamboos and learn something 
about each one. Drawings will be held to give away 
several free plants. 

Chapter News 
Members of the Northern California Chapter will 

meet on Sunday, October 14, 1984 at 1 pm in the Hall of 
Flowers, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. For details 
contact Diana King at 480 West I St., #2 Duck Cove Way, 
Benicia, CA 94510, (707) 745-4091. 

n 
- Symposium at the Arnold Arboretum 

There will be an all day symposium entitled "Hardy 
Bqmboo and Ornamental Grasses for New England 
LqndscapeS' at the State Lab Institute next to the Arnold 

Arboretum in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts. The time is 
from 8:30 am to 4 pm on Friday, November 2, 1984. A 
partial listing of speakers and topics is: 

Richard Simon, Bluemont Nurseries: "Specific 
Grasses for Ornamental Used and "Bamboos - 
Opportunities and Problems." 

Richard Lighty: "Many Uses of Ornamental Grassed' 

"Three North Eastern Experiences with Bamboos." 

Preregistration is required. Contact the Arnold Arbore- 
tum, The Arborway, Jamaica plain, MA 02130, (617) 
524-1718. There is a fee of $55 ($50 for Arboretum 
Members), which includes coffee, donuts, and lunch. 

Member's Corner 
Seeds: I wish to trade bamboo seeds. Ned Jaquith, 1507 
S.E. Alder, Portland, OR 97214 (503) 231-7322. 

Bamboo Wine 
In the East African country of Tanzania, bamboo 

has many uses, from house construction to water pipes. 
But one species, Oxytenanthera braunii, is cultivated in the 
highland areas and used to make wine. Writing in the 
Indian Forester (May, 1983, p. 306), A.S.M. Mgeni 
describes how the bamboo is cultivated and how wine is 
made. The harvesting method is of special i.nterest. 
Mgeni writes: "When the young culms have reached a 
height of a metre, their tips are chopped off by a sharp 
knife in a slanting direction for guiding the flowing direc- 
tion of the oozing sap. The culms start producing wine on 
the fourth day and continues for a month. n e  production 
per culm increases gradually, reaches maximum and then 
decreases and &ventually ceases. Each culm being tapped 
has to be visited at least twice a day for wine collection and 
keeping the sap oozing by making a thin fresh cut with a 
sharp knife. The collected bamboo sap can be drunk 
immediately or stored for fermentation. NQ additives are 
added. The wine can be mixed with other drinks like lager 
beer." 

The bamboo wine is a popular drink in the rural and 
low income urban areas of the region. It serves as a cash 
crop and as a refreshment in co-operative farming where it 
" has a cementing effect among friends, relatives, neigh- 
bours and families." 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Haubrich 



Barnbob Presale 
10 am October 27, 1984 

Name max max min shade 
heieht diam temn sun 

Comments 

f&t inches " F: -- 
Arundinaria amabilis 40 2 13 5 The culms are straight aTd thick-walled with nonprominent nodes m n k z  

TONKIN CANE this the most valued bamboo for its wood. Culms have been imported 
TEASTICK BAMBOO from China for many years for use in making split bamboo fishing poles. 

decorative wood trim, etc. 
--L. -- 

A. anceps 12 % 0 3 A mountain bamboo from the north-west ~ i m a i a ~ a s  where ~t grows 
between 10,000 and 11,000 ft. above sea level. It is one of the few run- 
ning, mountain bamboos. The present plants are seedling divisions about 2 
years old. - -- 

A. pygmaea 2 118 10 3 Tiny two ranked leaves often only 1 inch long by 'k inch wide, slighG 
hairy on their lower surface. Other small bamboos are often sold under 
this name 

A. viridi-striata 3 'A 0 2 The new leaves in spring are golden-yellow with green stripes; they are 7 
inches long by Ih inch wide, densely hairy on the lower surface. --- 

----hmbusa - h e m  SO ---5 - - -15 - -5 Culms with short internodes generally arch strongly and are covercd.w~th - 
BEECHEY BAMBOO -- -- white powder when young. Exotic looklng. -- 

Chimonobambusa marmorea 6 'h 15 3 This is a variegated form of the somewhat common Marble Bdmboo; some 
F. variegata of the leaves are variegated with fine white stripes. It does well and looks 

good in pots. -- 
C. quadrangularis 25 1 'h IS  4 The culms are dark green and square in cross section with rounded 

SQUARE BAMBOO corners, especially on mature plants. -- 
Chusquea coronalis 23 % 25 4 A clumping bamboo with strongly arching culms. Numerous small bran- 

chlets growing in whirls about each node bear masses of tiny leaves. P O S ~ I -  
bly the most beautiful bamboo ~n cultivation. --- 

Otatea nztecorum 20 1% I S  4 The long narrow leaves are produced in such abundance that they almo\t 
MEXlCAN WEEPING completely obscure the arching culms. It grows in a rather open clump 
BAMBOO with culms spaced up to 1 or 2 ft. apart. 

-A- 

Phyllostachys aurea 27 1% 0 S A form of Golden Bamboo whose green culms have yellow groves. 
flavens-inversa n 

P. bambusoides 72 6 0 5 The most utilized bamboo in Japan for its large, stra~ght, thlck w'llled '-- 
GIANT JAPANESE culms. It flowered during the 70's and many plants died. The present 
TIMBER BAMBOO, plants are clones from Savannah. 
MADAKE - -- -- 

P. decpra 24 1% -5 5 In China it is called the Beautiful Bamboo. This is an unusual species not 
often offeredksale .  . -- 

P. dulcis 40 2% -8 5 Arching culms. Named after the edible shoots which are free of any acrid 
SWEETSHOOT BAMBOO taste even when raw. ----.---- - 

P. nigrn 30 2 0 3 A distinctive bamboo because of the color of the culms which turn jet black 
$LACK BAMBOO after the first 6 months to a year. It grows much larger in Northern Call- 

fornia than in the South. - - -- 
P. vlrldis 47 3% -5 5 The wood is of excellent quality and the shoots are edible. Culms soon 

ROBERT YOUNG -- - $. turn yellow with irregular, green vertical -- stripes. -- - -  A 

P. vivax 70 5 -10 5 Resembles P. bambusoides except the culms ha%-ihinnerwalls and there IS 
generally a white powdery band-beneath each node. -- 

~asa-kurilensis 10 % 0 2 One of the mostcommon and widely distributed bamboos in Japan. Its 
natural range extends as far north as 50 degrees on Saahalien Island, - - 
U.S.S.R. -- 

S. tsubolana 6 'A 10 2 Large, at Still quite rare in the U.S. _ 
Sasaella masamuniana 6 'A 0 3 The leaves are dark green, striped with white or cream. The species has 48 

albostriata different names, one of which is S. glabra. 



Bamboo Auction 1984 
October 27, 1984 

Name max mar min 
height dlam temn 

feet inches " F: 
Giant Clumping Tropicals 
Dendrocnlamus latifloms 65 8 25 

shade min 
sun bid 

Comments 

-- -- 
A native of Burma, the species was recently imported 6oii 
Taiwan. The large. dark green leaves. which are 10 to 16 inches 
'long by 3 to 4 inches broad. make this a truly striking-bamboo. 
The culms are light geen striped with dark green. This is a large 
specim? plant with several -- culms in a I5 gallon - pot. RR 

Dendrocdamus as~er  100 8 22 5 55 One of the largest bamboos grown in the U.S. It is an im~ress~ve  
ornamental which grows quickly under favorable conditions. In 

--.- - Java it is grown primarily for its large, high quality, -- eiJible shoots. 
Bambusa auadua 100 8 30 5 75 The largest of the American bamboos native to South America 

where ii is used for house construction and furniture. The lower 
- branches are thorny. RR 

Bambusa aculeata 60 6 28 5 45 This plant came as a seedling from Mexico. Its identification is 
-* - - tentative. It is similar to B. guadua except that it is smaller, a bit 

more hardy and with very few thorns. ----- 
Bambusa arundinacea 100 7 27 5 45 A fast growing species that is doing quite well at Quail: ~ h e  

GIANT THORNY lower branches are long, wiry and armed with thorns. These can 
- BAMBOO be trimmed or left to provide - an - --- impenitrable barrier. RR - 
Bambusa dissimulator 50 3 20? 5 35 A vigorous growing bamboo wh~ch produces many thick-walled, 

tough-wooded culms. It is easily propagated from culm cuttings. - ----..- 
Bambusa textilis 40 2 13 5 25 An extremely handsome and graceful bamboo that is one of the 

hardiest of the genus. It is still not too common because it is 
more difficult toiropagate than other giant tropicals. --- --.-- 

Bambusa pachinensls 35 2% 20? 5 25 A recent introduction from Taiwan where it is often used as a 
windbreak around farm houses. It is fast growing producing 
many culm~,RR -- - - - r, Bambusa mutabilis 20 1% 25 5 25 A moderate size giant which should make a good specijnen plant 
on the patio or in a pot. Unusual in the U.S., the species comes 
from the collection of the late Ron Fadem. - - - - .- 

Gigantochloa apus 65 4 27 5 55 This native of Java is characterized by its large leaves which can 
grow to 15 inches long and 2% inches wide. The culms are 
denselv hairv when vouna. RR 

Giant Hardy Runners - 
Phyllostachys pubescens 75 7 0 5 45 The largest of the hardy bamboos. It grows to more than 90 feet 

MOSO BAMBOO tall and 9 inches in diameter in the south of France. It is very 
attractive but slow to b_ecome established. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides 72 7 0 5 45 It flowered during the 70's and most plants died. This plant 
comes from one that survived at the USDA in Chico, CA. The 
clone has proven to be a vigorous grower at Quail. ---- 

Phyllostachys glaum 34 2 0 5 20 Although this looks like a medium size bamboo. there are indica- 
tions that it grows almost as large as P. bambusoides in China. It 
has only been grown to maturity in this country at the USDA in 
Savannah, where conditionshave not always been ideal. ---- 

Clumping Ornamentals - - 
Chusquea longlfolia 35  . 1% 20? 3 90, One of the largest species of Chusquea. The original plant was 

collected from the wild in 1980 at about 10,000 feet in Costa 
Rica. It is truly a unique and outstanding ornamental. Its hardi- 
ness has never been tested, but here in Southern California it 

- . ---.--La .---- - appears to grow better in winter than in summer. RR 
Otatea fhbriata 20? 1% 20? 4 55' A new introduction from Mexico that has not vet been 

scientifically described. It is similar to 0. aztecorum except that 
the large leaves - 1 foot long and % inch wide - give it a much 
different appearance. Long purple bristles extend from the top of 
leaf sheaths. RR - 

Schizostachyum diffusum 130 'h 30 4 45 This is a climbing bamboo native to Taiwan and the Philippines. 
Grow it on a tree or trellus. In the tropical forest it is a reliable 
source of drinking water. RR 

Drepmostachyum hookerianum 30 2 15 3 45 A beautiful Himalayan mountain bamboo whose culms grow in 
0 tight clumps with masses of leaves born on long, slender bran- 

chlets. The culms are s t r i~ed with areen and vellow and some- - 
times take on a reddish hue. - - 

Thamnoalamus tessellatus 6 1 1 0 4 35 The only species native to South Africa where it is called Berg- 
bamboes or Mountain Bamboo It forms an open clump with 
culms up to 1 foot apart. 



Name max max min shade min Comments 
height d i m  temp sun . bid 

feet inches " F. -. 
Sinawndinaria nitida 12 'h -20 2 35 The dark purplish culms are covered with a bluish-whlte powder f i  

when young. Delicate looking, it grows slowly forming a dense 
circular clump with the slender culms arching fountain-like 
around the perimeter. -- - 

Sinawndinaria murielae 15 'h -20 2 35 Similar to S. nitida but with green culms The most hardy ham- 
boo grown in the U.S. It comes from elevations above 10.000 
feet in China where it is food for the giant panda. 

Variegated 
Phyllostachys aurea 27 1% 0 5 35 This is a ~ o l d e n . ~ a m b o o  with leaves Ziped green a*hx 

albovariegata The clone appears to be as vigorous as the typical form. A most 
--- attractive ornamental. - 

g s a  megalophyila 6 'A 0 3 I5 The large leaves with their striking. golden striped variegations 
aureo-variegata make this a most beautiful species. Plants have flowered here in 

the last several years. and there is no guarantee that the mesen1 
-- plant will not send up flowering shoots.- 

Arundinaria akebono 1 % 'A 10 3 15 The small leaves, no more than 3 inches long by % inch wide, 
are often green, shading gradually to white towards the tips. - - - - 

Arundinaria kongosaiensis 6 'A 0 3 15 The dark green leaves have a ~ c c a s i o n a l  golden stripe. This is 
- - -.-_ _ - - - - . - = -  - - - - stillan unusual species in the U S -- - 

----- - - 
Medium Size Runner_s_ -- -- - - .. A 

Arundinaria amabiiis 40 2 10 5 45 The culms are straight and thick-walled with nonprominent nodes 
TONKIN CANE making this the most valued bamboo for its wood. Culms have 
TEASTICK BAMBOO been imported from China for many years for use in making spl~t 

bamboo fishing poles, decorative wood trim, etc. This is a fine 
-- specimen, 6 feet tall with 6 culms in a 7 gallon pot. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides 10 1 0 5 35 This is a special form which has wrinkled culms due to numerous 
marliacea longitudinal grooves running an all sides of the culm. 11 is valued 

as a rare ornamental. - - 
Phyllostqchys nuda 34 1% -20 5 20 This is reported to be the most hardy species of the genus. A 

grove planted near Washington, DC in 1918 still grows there 
today. -- -- - 

Dwarf Runners /7 
lndocalamus latifolius lo? 5'2 0 ? 3 25 This is a recent introduction from Europe. The species is a ' 

native of China and related to I. tessellatus (Sasa tessellata). The 
leaves on the specimen are up to 9 inches long by 2 inches wide 

-- - - - . - -- 
Sasa kurilensis 10 % 0 2 20 One of the most common and widely distributed bamboos ~n 

Japan, but still not Spmmon in the U.S. Its natural range extends 
as far as 50' nor%.&aghalien Island, USSR. -- 

Sasa tsuboiana 6 'A 10 2 IS A recent intro&tlmA tt is a~,vigorous grower with large, attrac- 
tive. dark greedeaves. -G 

American Bamboo Society 
1 101 San Leon Ct. 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 



AMERICAN BAMBOO SOCIETY 
1 101 San Leon Ct. 

Solana Beach, C A  92075 
(619) 481 -9869 

Newsletter Vol. V, No. 6 
December, 1984 

Dear Member, 
The ABS annual meeting will be held at 1 

pm on Saturday, December 15, 1984 at the Ecke 
Building in Quail Botanical Gardens, Encinitas, 
CA. After a brief business meeting, there will 
be a talk with slides on the bamboos of 
Southeast Asia presented by Paul Mahalik. 

- - 

Chapter News 
The Northern California Chapter is having 

their first annual bamboo sale on January 19, 
1985, 1:30 to 4:00 pm at the Hall of Flowers, 
Strybing Arboretum, Golden Gate Park, 9th and 
Lincoln Avenues, San Francisco. Chapter dues 
are $3 per year, July to July. The sale is open to 
the public. For more information contact'David 
or Diana King, 480 West I Street, Benicia, CA 

r' 94510. 

Bamboo Conference in Puerto Rico 
The Caribbean Chapter of ABS together 

with the University of Puerto Rico is organizing 
an International Bamboo Conference to be held 
at Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, June 28-30, 1985. 
Mayaguez is the location of the USDA lnstitute 
of Tropical Agriculture where research on tropi- 

,- cal bamboos has been carried out for several 
decades. Here one can see a grove of the giant 
Dendrocalamus asper with culms almost 7 inches 
thick, a mixed forest containing the running 
tropical Melocanna baccifera plus many other 
giant species. The conference will last 3 days 
with a 4th day devoted to field trips. The follow- 
ing call for papers is being sent to bamboo peo- 
ple round the world. 

Papers for both formal presentation and 
poster sessions are solicited on the biology, 
ecology, propagation, taxonomy and 
economic uses of bamboo. Emphasis will 
be on bamboo in the Americas, but all 
papers of general interest will be con- 
sidered. 
Deadline for abstracts is March 1, 1985. 
For further information and style sheet, . - 
contact 

Laura Brinkley 
ABS-Caribbean Chapter 

3 109 McDonald Street 
Coconut Grove, FL 33133, USA 

Soderstrom Lectures " 
Dr. Thomas R. Soderstrom, Department of 

Botany, Smithsonian Institution will talk on the 
Bamboos of the World in February at Honolulu, 
HI and at Santa Barbara, CA. Following in the 
steps of the late F.A. McClure, Tom Soderstrom 
is a leading authority on Bambusoideae, the s u b  
family of grasses consisting of both the woody 
and the herbaceous bamboos. During his travels 
throughout the world Dr. Soderstrom has studied 
and photographed many bamboo species that 
woyld make outstanding ornamentals but which 
have never been cultivated. In Honolulu at Ath- 
erton Halau, Bishop Museum, 1525 Bernice 
Street at 7 pm on February 6. At the Santa Bar- 
bara Museum of Natural History on Saturday, 
February 23 at 7:30 pm and at the Santa Barbara 
Botanic Garden on Sunday, February 24 at 3 pm. 
Tickets $2. 

A New Bamboo Book 
The Book of Bamboo by David Farrelly, Sierra 
Club Books, San Francisco, 1984 (paperbound, 
$14.95). 

In his Acknowledgements the author states 
that "I have been more'of an editor than an 
author, a crow strutting in feathers of peacocks." 
This sets the tone of the book which is, as stated 
on the back cover, a "compendium of fact and 
fancy." Eleven pages of references are given 
from which information has been distilled into 
ten chapters covering 317 large, 8% by 11 inch, 
pages. Seven chapters are primarily concerned 
with the uses of bamboo and its place in the lives 
of people. Chapter 2 is a 60 page catalog of 
bamboo objects from A-frame houses to zithers. 
Chapter 4 covers the architecture of bamboo 
housing. In Chapter 9 we learn about the vari- 
ous techniques used to fashion bamboo into use- 
ful articles. 

Three chapters are devoted to the plant, a 
species list and bamboo cultivation. Chapter 6 
describes the parts of the plant, its growing 
behavior and flowering habit. Several of 



McClure's excellent drawings are reproduced, 
but the text falls short of giving a coherent 
account of such basics as the rhizome structure 
found in different species. Some of the drawings 
have lost their correct scale (p. 150) or are misla- 
beled (p. 139, right, 10). The 3 page glossary 
attempts to explain the technical terms in this 
chapter but fails by leaving out needed terms 
(sliikelet, bamboo) and giving poor definitions of 
others (glaucous, sympodial). Chapter 7 gives 
an extensive list of species which includes most 
of those commonly grown in the U.S. The most 
common and useful species are described at 

- - - 
length in on3 to several paragraphs, while others 

-- --._- A_- .-A --- 
are -melitidned by name cit~ng a few uses.-- - 

Species descriptions are documented by giving 
references, with a few exceptions, the outstand- 
ing one being for Golden Bamboo which states 
that "Rhizomes are very slow moving, and the 
species forms fairly tight clumps." 

The book is well written so that everyone 
with an interest in bamboo should enjoy reading 
it and find information of value in it. I was par- 
ticularly impressed by the intimate look at 
McClure, the man, presented in Chapter 10. At 
$14.95 paperbound, the book is a bargain. It 
should be popular and available in most book- 
stores. 

Sincerely, 

American Bamboo Society 
1101 San Leon Ct. 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 




